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             Selected Authorities and Authorizations for 

                        BEA Core Programs
	BEA Product
	Uses
	Statutory Authorities
	Statutory Authorizations

	National Income and Product Accounts and 

the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) – 

The GDP is the broadest measure of the U.S. economy and the most recognized part of the National Income and Product Accounts (NIPAs).  
	GDP and other components of the national accounts are required for Federal budget projections, fiscal policy, and monetary policy.  They are also important to U.S. economic policy in providing consistent, comprehensive, and reliable information to the business and household sector on the state of the U.S. economy. 


	Chapter 5 of title 15, U.S. Code, except for the Plant and Equipment Survey conducted under Section 175 et seq.; Section 1516 of title 15, U.S. Code; Sections 401 and 402 of title 13, U.S. Code.
	Pub. L. 93-344, July 12, 1974, 88 Stat. 297; Pub. L. 99-177, December 12, 1985, 99 Stat. 1037; Pub. L. 100-418, August 23, 1988, 102 Stat. 1107; 2 U.S.C. 632;  2 U.S.C. 900, 901, 907; 15 U.S.C. 777, 1021, 1022 and 3101; 19 U.S.C. 1677, 2464 and 3462; 22 U.S.C. 2394; 29 U.S.C. 1163; 42 U.S.C. 300bb-4 and 1395rr; and 48 U.S.C. 1681.

	Industry Accounts – 

The Industry Accounts detail the interaction of industries.  They allow users to track the effects of changes in resource costs, or changes in final demand, on specific industries, on the users of these industries’ products, and on suppliers of labor and other products to these industries.
	The input-output and related accounts are the foundation for the BEA’s integrated national, international, and regional accounts.  Without this framework it would not be possible to construct BEA’s estimates.  They are also the only source of comprehensive and integrated information on industry performance. 
	Section 4908 of title 15, U.S. Code; E.O. 10033 of February 8, 1949, as amended by E.O. 11269 of February 14, 1966; E.O. 12013 of October 7, 1977 ; and E.O. 12318 of August 21, 1981.
	Same as above.  

	International Accounts –

The International Accounts provide information on international flows of goods, services, investment income, international assistance, and capital.  This system also provides integrated balance-sheet information on the U.S. international investment position.


	BEA’s international accounts are the only comprehensive source of information on U.S. international transactions and the source of essential information on competitiveness.  The accounts are necessary inputs into the GDP accounts and are required by the Bretton Woods Act.  The associated multinational corporations (MNC) data are required by the International Investment and Trade in Services Survey Act.
	Section 3 of E.O. 11961 of January 19, 1977, as amended by E.O. 12013 of October 7, 1977; E.O. 12318 of August 21, 1981; and E.O. 12518 of June 3, 1985 delegating to the Secretary of Commerce authority of the President under section 4(a)(1), (2), (4), (5) and 4(b) of the International Investment and Trade in Services Survey Act (22 U.S.C. 3101-3108).
	Pub. L. 100-418, August 23, 1988, 102 Stat. 1107; 2 U.S.C. 632; 7 U.S.C. 612c; 13 U.S.C.  301; 15 U.S.C. 1021, 1022, 3101 and 4906; 19 U.S.C. 2512 and 3462; 22 U.S.C. 2122, 3101and 3104; and  22 U.S.C. 3141-3143.

	Regional Accounts – 

The Regional Accounts provide estimates of gross domestic product (GDP) by state and of total and per capita personal income by region, State, metropolitan area and county.  


	BEA’s state personal income and GDP by state data are used in the allocation of over $215 billion in Federal funds to state and local governments.  BEA’s data are also used – by law or by practice – in budget and development planning by all States and most of the nation’s 936 metropolitan and micropolitan areas, and 3,111counties.
	
	20 U.S.C. 2321(a)(2); 42 U.S.C. 300x-7, 618, 621, 1396b, 1397ee, 1776, 1786, 3056d, 3161and 9858m 


Sources include programmatic authorities provided by user agencies; and GAO/GGD-96-106 STATISTICAL AGENCIES, Statutory Requirements Affecting Government Policies and Programs.









