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In this section: 

Coverage and definitions 

Estimation methods overview 

U.S. receipts 

U.S. payments 

Coverage and definitions 

The passenger fare accounts (lines 7 and 24) cover 
fares paid by residents of one country to airline and 
vessel operators (carriers) resident in other countries 
(see table 5). Receipts consist of fares received by U.S. 
air carriers from foreign residents for travel between 
the United States and foreign countries and between 
two foreign points. Payments consist of fares paid by 
U.S. residents to foreign air carriers for travel between 
the United States and foreign countries. The passen-
ger fare accounts exclude expenditures for local trans-
portation in the country of travel; these expenditures 
are included in the travel accounts (lines 6 and 23). 

Estimation methods overview 

For airfare receipts from and airfare payments to 
countries and areas other than Canada, BEA multiplies 
data on the number of travelers by estimates of aver-
age fares. Numbers of travelers are obtained from U.S. 
immigration authorities. Average fares are obtained 
from surveys of travelers. For airfare receipts from 
and airfare payments to Canada, BEA uses data pro-
vided by Statistics Canada. 

1 U.S. Receipts (line 7) 

1.1 Overseas countries and Mexico 

1.1.1 BEA estimates air passenger fare receipts 
from overseas countries and Mexico by multiplying 
the number of foreign residents arriving in and de-
   

 
 

 

  
 

 
  

 
 

  
  

 

  
 

   
 

  

 
 

   
  

parting from the United States on U.S. carriers by esti-
mates of average airfares. The number of foreign 
residents visiting the United States is based on data 
collected by the Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS), Office of Immigration Statistics on its I–94 
form. The I–94 data include the number of foreign 
residents arriving in the United States by country of 
residence. However, the I–94 data do not identify 
whether the foreign residents arrive on U.S. carriers 
or on foreign carriers. Therefore, BEA calculates the 
percentage of foreign residents arriving in the United 
States on U.S. air carriers using data collected by the 
DHS from its Advance Passenger Information System 
(APIS) and published by the Office of Travel and Tour-
ism Industries (OTTI), International Trade Administra-
tion (ITA), U.S. Department of Commerce, in its U.S. 
International Air Travel Statistics report. The APIS data 
measure the number of U.S. citizen and alien arrivals 
to the United States on U.S. carriers. The percentages 
calculated by BEA from this other data set are applied 
to the I–94 data on numbers of travelers, for each of 
the balance of payments areas and countries, to de-
rive the number of foreign residents traveling to the 
United States on U.S. carriers. 

1.1.2 Average round trip passenger fares are esti-
mated for each of the balance of payments areas 
and countries using data collected by the OTTI 
through its survey of international air travelers, the 
Survey of International Air Travelers (SIAT). The survey 
is conducted either in the gate area at airports or 
aboard a sample of scheduled flights departing the 
United States. More than 70 U.S. and foreign carriers, 
which account for more than 95 percent of the inter-
national travel market, participate in the survey. Sam-
ple results are expanded to universe estimates to 
account for nonresponse of passengers on each sam-
pled flight, for coverage of all flights on each major 
airline route, and for all international routes. The ex-
pansion factor is based on the total number of pas-
sengers arriving in the United States, which is 
collected by the DHS. Average fares on both U.S. and 
foreign airlines must be combined in order to develop 
a reliable measure of average passenger fares, even 
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though, in principle, only the average fare on U.S. air-
lines should be used in the estimates. 

1.1.3 Also included in this account are receipts of 
U.S. air carriers for transporting passengers between 
two foreign points and from interline settlements. In-
terline settlements occur when foreign residents pur-
chase tickets on foreign airlines and transfer to U.S. 
airlines to reach their final destinations. Estimates for 
both of these items are based on data obtained from 
BEA’s quarterly BE–37 survey of U.S. airlines, “U.S. Air-
line Operators’ Foreign Revenues and Expenses.” 

1.2 Canada 

1.2.1 Passenger fare receipts of U.S. air carriers 
from Canadian residents are provided by Statistics 
Canada; the data are based on average passenger 
fares and the number of Canadian residents returning 
to Canada from the United States. 

2 U.S. Payments (line 24) 

2.1 Overseas countries and Mexico 

2.1.1 BEA estimates air passenger fare payments to 
overseas countries and Mexico by multiplying the 
number of U.S. residents arriving in and departing 
from the United States on foreign carriers by esti-
mates of average airfares. The number of U.S. resi-
dents traveling to overseas countries and Mexico on 
 

Table 5. U.S. Passenger F
by Areas and Countries

[Million

Total ........................................................................

Europe ..................................................................
European Union .................................................

United Kingdom...............................................
Euro area ........................................................

Germany ......................................................
France ..........................................................

Canada .................................................................

Latin America and Other Western Hemisphere ....
Mexico................................................................

Asia and Pacific ....................................................
Japan .................................................................

Middle East ...........................................................

Africa.....................................................................
  
  

 
 

 

  

 
  

 

  
   

  
 

 

  

 
   

  
 

foreign carriers is based on data collected by the DHS 
in its APIS report and published by the OTTI in its U.S. 
International Air Travel Statistics report. The APIS data 
include the number of U.S. citizens departing the 
United States by country or area of debarkation. 

2.1.2 Average round trip passenger fares are esti-
mated on the basis of the OTTI Survey of International 
Air Travelers described in paragraph 1.1.1. Average 
fares on both U.S. and foreign airlines must be com-
bined in order to develop a reliable measure of aver-
age passenger fares, even though, in principle, only 
the average fare on foreign airlines should be used in 
the estimates. 

2.1.3 Also included in this account are U.S. pay-
ments to foreign air carriers for interline settlements. 
Interline settlements occur when U.S. residents pur-
chase tickets on U.S. airlines and transfer to foreign 
airlines to reach their final destinations. Estimates of 
interline settlements are based on data obtained from 
BEA’s quarterly BE–37 survey of U.S. airlines, “U.S. Air-
line Operators' Foreign Revenues and Expenses.” 

2.2 Canada 

2.2.1 Passenger fare payments from U.S. residents 
to Canadian air carriers are provided by Statistics Can-
ada; the data are based on average passenger fares 
and the number of U.S. residents returning to the 
United States from Canada. 
 
 

are Receipts and Payments, 
, 2009 (Line 7 and Line 24) 
s of dollars] 

Receipts Payments 

............................................ 26,424 25,980 

............................................ 8,654 11,616 

............................................ 7,798 10,708 

............................................ 2,676 3,417 

............................................ 4,627 6,750 

............................................ 1,138 2,258 

............................................ 926 1,384 

............................................ 3,313 316 

............................................ 7,434 3,160 

............................................ 2,055 702 

............................................ 6,183 8,616 

............................................ 3,566 1,268 

............................................ 375 1,757 

............................................ 465 515 
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