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In this section: 

Coverage and definitions 

Estimation methods overview 

U.S. receipts 

U.S. payments 

Coverage and definitions 

The U.S. government miscellaneous services ac-
counts (lines 11 and 28) cover transactions of U.S. 
government nonmilitary agencies with foreign resi-
dents. Most of these transactions involve provision of 
services to, or purchases of services from, foreigners; 
transfers of some goods are also included. Transac-
tions between U.S. government nonmilitary facilities 
abroad and foreign entities are included because the 
operations are regarded as extensions of U.S. govern-
ment domestic operations. 

Estimation methods overview 

Estimates are based on data submitted to BEA 
quarterly by U.S. government agencies under Office of 
Management and Budget Directive No. 19. Transac-
tions are usually reported at the time the service is 
performed or, for the few miscellaneous transactions 
involving goods, at the time of transfer of possession. 
The data are adjusted to conform to balance of pay-
ments concepts through consultation with reporting 
agencies and additional news sources. 

1 U.S. Receipts (line 11) 

This account measures receipts for services ren-
dered to foreigners by the U.S. government nonmili-
tary agencies, including the value of services rendered 
 
 

 

  

  

 

   
 

 
 

 
 

  

   

   

 

under foreign assistance programs and the value of 
certain goods transferred to foreigners by U.S. agen-
cies from U.S. installations abroad (see table 9). 

Table 9. U.S. Government Receipts and Payments
 
for Miscellaneous Services, 2009
 

(Line 11 and Line 28)
 
[Millions of dollars] 

Receipts ...........................................................................
 1,333 

Payments .........................................................................
 4,871 

1.1 Receipts for services cover primarily (1) fees re-
ceived by the Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. De-
partment of Commerce, and receipts from sales, 
primarily by the National Technical Information Ser-
vice, U.S. Department of Commerce, of publicly avail-
able technical information and processes; (2) receipts 
of the U.S. Postal Service for services provided to non-
residents, including terminal charges on parcel post; 
(3) the value of services provided directly by U.S. gov-
ernment nonmilitary agencies under foreign assis-
tance programs; and (4) miscellaneous receipts of 
other U.S. government agencies, such as consular and 
visa fees collected by the U.S. Department of State. As 
of June 2011, beginning with estimates for 1999, U.S. 
Postal Services receipts from foreigners, largely re-
ceipts to U.S. air carriers for transportation of foreign 
mail, are reclassified within services to other trans-
portation receipts, where they are included in freight 
receipts. 

1.2 The main agencies providing services included 
in item (3) above are the State Department, the Peace 
Corps, and the U.S. Agency for International Develop-
ment. The value of these services includes, in general, 
all costs chargeable to foreign aid appropriations for 
overhead and administration expenses, training, tech-
nical services, and similar services items, whether in-
curred in the United States or abroad. These receipts 
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are offsets to the corresponding entries for unilateral 
transfers in U.S. government grants (line 36) and for 
U.S. government credits and other long-term assets 
(line 47). 

1.3 Also included in receipts is the value of 
goods that U.S. nonmilitary agencies transfer from 
U.S. government-owned stocks abroad, such as office 
equipment or vehicles deemed surplus to U.S. re-
quirements. 

2 U.S. Payments (line 28) 

This account measures (a) payments by U.S. gov-
ernment nonmilitary agencies to foreign entities for 
services and foreign goods that are purchased abroad 
and used or stockpiled abroad, and (b) expenditures 
of U.S. government nonmilitary personnel and their 
dependents (see table 9). 

2.1 Payments to foreign entities 

2.1.1 This item measures payments by U.S. govern-
ment nonmilitary agencies for services provided 
abroad by foreign entities. Included are wage pay-
ments to foreign residents employed indirectly, under 
contracts, with foreign governments and employed di-
rectly by U.S. government nonmilitary agencies; pay-
ments include amounts withheld from wages and paid 
to foreign governments for taxes and U.S. social secu-
rity. Payments also include U.S. government contribu-
tions to foreign retirement programs and separation 
allowances. As of June 2013, beginning with estimates 
for 2003, wages and related payments to foreign na-
tionals employed at U.S. diplomatic missions abroad 
are reclassified as compensation payments (line 34). 
 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

  
   

Also included are U.S. payments abroad for utilities, 
rent, and property maintenance; payments for sup-
plies, materials, and equipment purchased abroad, 
but not imported into the United States; and pay-
ments by the U.S. Postal Service to foreigners for 
postal services, including terminal dues and payments 
to foreign carriers for transporting U.S. mail. The larg-
est payments abroad are by the Department of State, 
the National Aeronautics and Space Administration, 
the U.S. Postal Service, the Department of Energy, and 
the Department of Commerce. As of June 2011, be-
ginning with estimates for 1999, U.S. Postal Services 
payments to foreigners, largely payments to foreign 
air carriers for transportation of U.S. mail, are reclassi-
fied within services to other transportation payments, 
where they are included in freight payments. 

2.2 Expenditures of U.S. government personnel 
and dependents abroad 

2.2.1 This item measures expenditures abroad by 
U.S. government nonmilitary personnel and their de-
pendents for foreign goods and services. Estimates 
are based on payments, net of withholdings for U.S. 
income taxes, for retirement, and for other employee 
benefits by the U.S. government to U.S. residents em-
ployed or stationed abroad and their dependents, in-
cluding living quarters and other allowances. 

2.2.2 Also included in this item are reimbursements 
or net advances to persons officially traveling abroad, 
but not stationed there, for per diem and other ex-
penses. Reimbursements for purchases in the United 
States of transportation on U.S. carriers are ex-
cluded. 
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