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As the core nationally representative health expenditure survey in the United States, the Medical Expenditure Panel Survey (MEPS) is increasingly being used by statistical agencies to track expenditures by disease. However, while MEPS provides a wealth of data, its small sample size precludes examination of spending on all but the most prevalent health conditions. To overcome this issue, statistical agencies have turned to other public data sources, such as Medicare and Medicaid claims data, when available. No comparable publicly available data exist for those with employer-sponsored insurance. While large proprietary claims databases may be an option, the relative accuracy of their spending estimates is not known. This study compared MEPS and MarketScan estimates of annual per person health care spending on individuals with employer-sponsored insurance coverage. Both total spending and the distribution of annual per person spending differed across the two data sources, with MEPS estimates 10 percent lower on average than estimates from MarketScan. These differences appeared to be a function of both underrepresentation of high expenditure cases and underestimation across the remaining distribution of spending. 



      
                    
                                
                                    
  
              Ana M. Aizcorbe         ,           Eli Liebman         ,           Sarah J. Pack         ,           David M. Cutler         ,           Michael E. Chernew         , and           Allison B. Rosen         
 



                                                
                                        
                        Published June 2010

                    
                

            

        

    




    


                            


                                

    

    
    
        
            
                Download Acrobat Reader

            

            
                Page last modified on 9/19/23

            

        

    

    

 

            
            
    
        
  
    

      
            
    
        
            Bureau of Economic Analysis  4600 Silver Hill Road • Suitland, MD 20746 

        

    

    
        
            	Contact Us
	Working at BEA
	Frequently Asked Questions
	Our Policies
	Privacy


        

        
            	Commitment to Scientific Integrity
	Data Dissemination Practices
	Open Data
	USA.gov
	Business USA
	No FEAR Act
	FOIA
	U.S. Department of Commerce
	Emergency Status 


        

        
            	The BEA Wire | BEA's Official Blog
	BEA on Instagram
	BEA on Twitter
	BEA on Facebook
	BEA on LinkedIn
	BEA on YouTube
	News Release Feed (RSS)
	Sign up for Email Notifications


        

    





      
  


    


        
    
  


    
    




  