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FORM BE–15B

Due date May 31, 2019
Electronic filing: v/efile
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Deliver reports to:

Fax reports to:
Assistance: 

Include your BE–15 Identification Number with all requests.

BE-15B

Have you been notified that you must file a BE-15 Survey?
ust file a BE-15A, BE-15B

Who must file BE–15B:
 affiliates

ou do not meet the filing cr
to file mation on filing requirements

empt from filing.

1000 Name
0

1029 Street 1
0

Signature of Authorized Official Date
0

1030 Street 2
0

0990 Name
0

1031 City
0

State Zip 0991 Title
0

1001 Telephone Number
0

Extension
0

0992 Telephone Number
0

Extension
0

0999 Fax Number
0

0993 Fax Number
0

1028 E-mail Address
0

NOTE: 

y confidential b

CONTACT INFORMATION
Provide information of person to consult about this report:

CERTIFICATION
The undersigned official certifies that this repor

Mandatory and Confidential

The filing of repor t to this Bureau is confidential.

 affiliatesAND

ity Number as Identification Number

Or

Name and address of U.S. business enterprise

BE-15 Identification Number

Name of U.S. affiliate

c/o (care of)

Street or P.O. Box

City

ZIP Code 

State

1002

1010

1003

1004

1005

0

0

0

0

0

0998

Foreign Postal Code
Or

OR
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Part I – Identification of U.S. Affiliate

CONSOLIDATION OF U.S. AFFILIATES

1

1

1

1

2

3

1399

1
1

1400

IMPORTANT 

instructions

• Accounting principles
y a specific instr

Standards Board Accounting Standards Codification 

• U.S. affiliate’s 2018 fiscal year The affiliate’s financial repor

• Consolidated reporting  affiliate must file on a fully consolidated domestic U.S.

• Rounding

  1 Which financial reporting standards will you use to complete this BE–15 report?

y use other financial repor

NOTE

2 Is more than 50 percent of the voting interest in this U.S. business enterprise owned by another U.S. affiliate of the foreign 
parent (see the diagram below)?

 affiliate in which a direct o
 affiliate ust complete and file its o

ard the BE–15 notification to file to the U
y filing BE–15 Claim f

1
2

Form used in U.S. Affilia
tes of Foreign MNEs 2018-Preliminary 
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Part I – Identification of U.S. Affiliate

  3 er Identification Number(s) used b  affiliate to file income and pa

  4 Reporting period change in fiscal year

 affiliate’s fiscal y calendar year 2018

Example — If the fiscal y

NOTE — Affiliates with a fiscal year that ended within the first w e a 2018 fiscal y
t December 31, 2018 as their 2018 fiscal y

  5 Did the U.S. business enterprise become a U.S. affiliate during its fiscal year that ended in calendar 
year 2018?

 affiliate and see 
or the first time

NOTE  affiliate during its fiscal y
ore fiscal y  affiliate in fiscal y

file a repor w affiliate are also required to file a F
www.bea.gov/be13

6 Is the U.S. affiliate named on page 1 separately incorporated in the United States, including its territories and possessions? 

ated affiliates are f

  7 U.S. business enterprises fully consolidated in this report
Banks see

instruction I.C. on page 16 for aggregated reporting rules. 

affiliate Exclude from the consolidation all foreign business 
enterprises or operations owned by this U.S. affiliate. 

If number is greater than one, complete Supplement A on page 11. 

  8 U.S. affiliates NOT fully consolidated

 affiliates  affiliate has an o

If number is not zero, complete Supplement B on page 12. 

 affiliate named on page 1 m  affiliates on an equity basis or
 affiliate named 

 affiliates of their obligation to file a BE-15 in their o
or these affiliates to file).

1012  1 

1013  1 

11006 2

1

1

1

2

1008
11009

2 0 1 8
11007

1011 1

1

1

2
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Part I – Identification of U.S. Affiliate – 

OWNERSHIP —  affiliate
ated affiliate).  is defined in instr

Foreign parent voting
 affiliate

Ownership held directly by foreign parent(s) of this affiliate 

  9 1 2 3 1017 

1 2  10 
1018 

Ownership held directly by all U.S. affiliates of the foreign parent(s)  affiliate that owns this affiliate 

1 2 3 
 11 

1063 

1 2 3 
 12 

1064 

1 2 

 13 Direct ownership held by all other persons 
1061 

100.0% 100.0%TOTAL — 9 13

EXAMPLES OF DIRECT AND INDIRECT FOREIGN OWNERSHIP 

Example 1 – Ownership held directly by a foreign parent Example 2 – Ownership held directly by all U.S. affiliates of the 
foreign parent(s)

Foreign company Y foreign
parent because it is the first o

 affiliate
(Foreign parent) 

 affiliate A 

U.S. affiliate B is indirectly owned
 affiliate A.

affiliate A has a direct o
 affiliate B

 affiliate B 
 affiliate 

1200 1 

1 

1 

1 

1201 

1202 

1203 

3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

3 

3 

3 

3 

4 

4 

4 

4 

5 

5 

5 

5 

--Select Country--

--Select Country--

--Select Country--

--Select Country--

Form used in U.S. Affilia
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DIRECT OWNERSHIP–continued
 10 

Ownership held directly by foreign parent(s) 
of this U.S. affiliate 

Country of incorporation or 
organization (if a business 

enterprise) or residence 
(if an individual) 

1019 1 2 3

1020 1 2 3

1021 1 2 3

1022 1 2 3

1023 1 2 3

1024 1 2 3

1025 1 2 3

1026 1 2 3

INDIRECT FOREIGN PARENT OWNERSHIP–continued
 12 

Ownership held indirectly by foreign parent(s) of this 
U.S. affiliate through another U.S. affiliate

 affiliate with direct o  affiliate

Country of incorporation or 
organization (if a business 

enterprise) or residence 
(if an individual) 

1065 1 2 3

1066 1 2 3

1067 1 2 3

1068 1 2 3

1069 1 2 3

1070 1 2 3

--Select Country--

--Select Country--

--Select Country--

--Select Country--

--Select Country--

--Select Country--

--Select Country--

--Select Country--

--Select Country--

--Select Country--

--Select Country--

--Select Country--

--Select Country--

--Select Country--
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1

1 

3019 

0 

0 

3021 

3022

3023  1 

1 

2 

1  3022

Part I – Identification of U.S. Affiliate – 

 14 Enter the name, industry code and city of the foreign parent.

 14a Enter name of foreign parent.

 14b Enter the foreign parent industry code

 14c What is the city of the foreign parent named in  14a ?

 15 For each foreign parent, y code and city of the ultimate beneficial o

or the complete definition of UBO

 15a   Is the foreign parent also the UBO?

■  15e

■  15b

 15b Enter the name of the UBO of the foreign parent. 
or the definition of associated g

 15c Enter country in which the UBO is incorporated or organized, if a business enterprise, or is resident, if an 
individual or government.

 15d What is the city of the UBO named in 15b?

15e Enter the industry code of the UBO y code that best reflects the consolidated w

0 3011 

0 3024

0 3025

3018  1 

--Select Industry-- Ownership Type: Direct Indirect

--Select Country--

--Select Industry--

Form used in U.S. Affilia
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Part I – Identification of U.S. Affiliate – 

FOREIGN PARENT AND UBO INDUSTRY CODES 
Note: Guide to Industry Classifications for International Surveys, 2017

y Classifications on page 13.

16

17

18 essional, scientific

19

Manufacturing, including fabricating, assembling, and processing of 
goods: 

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32
petroleum refining without e

01

02

03

04 ust, or nonprofit organization 

05

Private business enterprise, investment organization, 
or group engaged in: 

06

07 , fishing and hunting (ISI codes 

08

09

10

11

12

13

14

15 Other finance (ISI codes 5223, 5224, 5231, 5238, 

EXAMPLES OF THE ULTIMATE BENEFICIAL OWNER (UBO) 
Example 1 – The UBO and foreign parent are the same 

UBO

 affiliate 

Examples 2A and 2B – The foreign parent is NOT the UBO 

A. The UBO is a foreign person or entity B. The UBO is a U.S. person or entity 

(UBO)  affiliate affiliate;

 affiliate  affiliate 

Form used in U.S. Affilia
tes of Foreign MNEs 2018-Preliminary 

data collection. Presented here for historical record. 

Find current forms at www.bea.gov/fdi.



Section A – INDUSTRY CLASSIFICATION AND TOTAL SALES OF FULLY CONSOLIDATED U.S. AFFILIATE 
 16 What is (are) the major product(s) and/or service(s) of the fully consolidated U.S. affiliate?

Part II – Financial and Operating Data of U.S. Affiliate 

1163 0 

Enter the 4-digit International Surveys Industry (ISI) code(s) and the sales associated with each code in items  17 through  20 .

     Book publishers, printers, and real estate investment trusts see instructions 17–22 on page 20. 

Column 1 – ISI Code y Classifications on page 13. Guide to Industry 
Classifications for International Surveys, 2017 e affiliate y classification(s) on its last 

Holding company y classification f

Column 2 – Sales 

Y finance and insur

y non-finance and non-

1 

1 

1 

1

2 

2 

2 

2  

 17 
1164 

 18 
1165 

 19 
1166 

 20 
1167 

 21  17  20 
2 

1173 

 22 Total sales or gross operating revenues (excluding sales taxes)  17  21 
2 1174 

Section B – OTHER FINANCIAL AND OPERATING DATA FOR FY 2018 

 23 Net income (loss)
1 2159 

 24 Employee compensation

ee benefit plans

 affiliate

1 

 25 Research and development (R&D) performed BY the U.S. affiliate

 affiliate b

1 

 26 Expenditures for land and other property, plant, and equipment
 affiliate of land, miner

ears that are reclassified in the current y

1 2390 

 27 Gross book value of all land and other property, plant, and equipment at close of FY 2018
1 2397 

INCLUDE EXCLUDE

2253

2403

1 

2597

--Select ISI CODE--

--Select ISI CODE--

--Select ISI CODE--

--Select ISI CODE--

Form used in U.S. Affilia
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Part II – Financial and Operating Data of U.S. Affiliate – 

Section C – U.S. TRADE IN GOODS BY U.S. AFFILIATE ON A SHIPPED BASIS 
 affiliate during the fiscal y

 28 Exports, including capital goods  affiliate to f

 29 Imports, including capital goods  affiliate b

Section D – BALANCE SHEET 

NOTE –  affiliate

 30 Total assets

 31 Total liabilities

 32 Total owners’ equity  30  31 

Section E – EMPLOYMENT AND PROPERTY, PLANT, AND EQUIPMENT BY LOCATION
Complete the schedule on the following page for up to five or fifteen states, (whichever is applicable based on the instructions in item 
 33 ), in which the U.S. affiliate has operations.  affiliate has activities in more than five (or fifteen) states

ero or insignificant, use the g
mine the five (or fifteen) states

Column 3 – Number of employees at close of FY 2018 Include
 affiliate

Include yroll at the end of the fiscal y
Exclude

yroll at the end of the fiscal y Location

Column 4 –  affiliate is major Include
Include e office and other auxiliar

Column 5 – Include , in fix
Include Include

and equipment on finance leases from others exclude that on finance leases to others Include

1 2502 

1 2515 

1 

1 1  3 

Check box if total liabilities are zero 
1 

2109

2114

2120

Form used in U.S. Affilia
tes of Foreign MNEs 2018-Preliminary 

data collection. Presented here for historical record. 

Find current forms at www.bea.gov/fdi.



Part II – Financial and Operating Data of U.S. Affiliate – 

 33 Choose one of the following three options to complete the schedule below based on the size of the U.S. affiliate (total assets, 
sales or gross operating revenues, or net income (loss), not just the foreign parent’s share) and whether it is majority-or-minority 
owned by foreign parent(s). Consider the U.S. affiliate in total, not just the foreign parent’s share of the affiliate. Mark (X) one.

Sum the data for the remaining states on line 49 if the affiliate has operations in more than fifteen or five states, respectively.

columns 3 and 5 up to fifteen states

columns 3 and 5 up to five states

all columns up to five states

1 

1

1 

1102 
1

2

3

BEA
USE

ONLY
STATE — Enter name 

BEA
USE

ONLY

If U.S. affiliate is 
majority-owned by 
foreign parent(s), 

1

 34 
2 3 4 5

1

 35 
2 3 4 5

1

 36 
2 3 4 5

1

 37 
2 3 4 5

1

 38 
2 3 4 5

1

 39 
2 3 4 5

1

 40 
2 3 4 5

1

 41 
2 3 4 5

1

 42 
2 3 4 5

1

 43 
2 3 4 5

1

 44 
2 3 4 5

1

 45 
2 3 4 5

1

 46 
2 3 4 5

1

 47 
2 3 4 5

1

 48 
2 3 4 5

1

 49 
2 3 4 5

1

 50 TOTAL — Sum of items  34  through  49

2 3 4 5

2598    1

2764

2700

--Select State--
--Select State--
--Select State--
--Select State--
--Select State--
--Select State--
--Select State--
--Select State--
--Select State--
--Select State--
--Select State--
--Select State--
--Select State--
--Select State--
--Select State--
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Part II – Financial and Operating Data of U.S. Affiliate – 

Section F — OTHER FINANCIAL AND OPERATING DATA (MAJORITY-OWNED U.S. AFFILIATES) 

 52 Did the sum of the ownership interests (both direct and indirect) held by ALL foreign parents in the voting securities (or an 
equivalent interest) of this U.S. affiliate EXCEED 50 percent as of the end of the U.S. affiliate’s fiscal year that ended in calendar 
year 2018?  is defined in instr

1 1 1101 Yes  53 No – 

 53 Certain gains (losses), included in item  23 , net income (loss) – before
 54 

 54 Income taxes –
 53 

 55 Interest income from all sources (including foreign parents and affiliates), after deduction of taxes withheld 
by the payer.  56 

 56 Interest expense plus interest capitalized, paid or due to all payees (including to foreign parents and 
affiliates), before deduction of U.S. tax withheld by the affiliate.  55 

1  2151 

1  

2401 

1  

1  

1  2599 

DISTRIBUTION OF SALES OR GROSS OPERATING REVENUES 
Distribute sales or gross operating revenues among three categories — sales of goods, sales of services, and investment income. 

NOTE — Before completing this section, see the instructions 58 through 60 on page 22.

Utilities and oil & gas producers and distributors —

 57 Total sales or gross operating revenues, excluding sales taxes —
 22  58  60 

 58 Sales of goods

 59 Investment income included in gross operating revenues. 
finance and insur

 60 Sales of services, total  61  62 

 61 To U.S. persons or entities 

 62 To foreign persons or entities

1  2243 

1  2244 

1  2245 

1  2246 

1  2247 

1  2257 

NOTE: Complete items 53 through 62 ONLY if item 52 is answered “Yes” 

2156 

2400

Form used in U.S. Affilia
tes of Foreign MNEs 2018-Preliminary 
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Summary of Industry Classifications

Finance and Insurance 

Other financial in

, and other finance v

Real Estate and Rental and Leasing 

Lessors of nonfinancial intangib

Professional, Scientific, and Technical 
Services 

Management, scientific

Scientific research and de

essional, scientific

Management of Companies and Enterprises 

management offices 

Administrative and Support, Waste  
Management, and Remediation Services 

Office administr

Educational Services 

Health Care and Social Assistance 

Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation 

Accommodation and Food Services 

Other Services 

Public Administration 

Wholesale Trade, Durable Goods 

Wholesale Trade, Nondurable Goods 

Wholesale Trade, Electronic Markets 
and Agents And Brokers 

Retail Trade 

Transportation and Warehousing 

refined petroleum products

Information 

Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing, and Hunting 

Mining

Utilities 

Construction 

Manufacturing 

ated petroleum refining and e
etroleum refining without e

tificial
and synthetic fibers and filaments 

Form used in U.S. Affilia
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2018 ANNUAL SURVEY OF FOREIGN DIRECT INVESTMENT IN THE UNITED STATES  
BE-15B INSTRUCTIONS 

NOTE: 

Authority

“the Act”), and the filing of 

May 31, 2019

Penalties

subject to inflationar
t shall be fined not more than 

y officer

e fine

Respondent Burden 

 and to the Office of Management and Budget, P

Confidentiality

mation filed 

individually identified.
our files are 

I. REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

A. Who must report  affiliate

s fiscal y
empt from filing;

Foreign ownership interest

 affiliate of the f

Indirect ownership interest in a U.S. business enterprise

first U
first

Example:
 affiliate B;  affiliate B o

 affiliate C;  affiliate C o
affiliate D  affiliate B is 100% directly o

 affiliate C is 50% indirectly o
 affiliate D is 12.5% indirectly o

Calculation of Foreign Ownership  

Beneficial, not record, o

Airline and ship operators – et offices

produce significant re vided to unaffiliated 

Agencies and representative offices – e offices

 affiliates

e offices m

 affiliate B

 affiliate C 

 affiliate D 
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I. REPORTING REQUIREMENTS – Continued 

e office if:

1.

2.

3.

 affiliate and is subject to the 

1. Which form to file – w and the flo
ise is required to file

a. 

our fiscal y

b.
 affiliate at the end of this U

s fiscal y

 affiliate

c.

 affiliate

 affiliate that o

 affiliate that owns this affiliate more than 50

d. any one
 affiliate (not just the 

fiscal y

e. any one
 affiliate (not just the 

fiscal y

f.  affiliate majority-owned
the end of its fiscal y

 affiliate is 
all  affiliate e

g. any one
 affiliate (not just the 

fiscal y

Which 2018 BE-15 Form to File?  

 affiliate at end of the fiscal y

 affiliate (e

 affiliate m
 affiliate that o

NOTE: empt from filing.
www.bea.gov/surveys/privatefunds

Form used in U.S. Affilia
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I. REPORTING REQUIREMENTS – Continued 

2. Who must file Form BE-15B – 2018 Annual Survey of Foreign 
Direct Investment in the United States? 

ust be completed and filed b
 affiliate of a f

the end of its fiscal y

a. On a fully consolidated, or, in the case of real estate 
investments, an aggregated basis, any one 

or
or
 affiliate (not 

, its fiscal y
and b. c.

b. all
voting securities 

ise) at the end of the fiscal 
50 percent or 

less not
majority-owned or

c.

ise) at the end of the fiscal y

none

or
or

 affiliate (not just the f
, its fiscal y

B. Aggregation of real estate investments 

C. Aggregated reporting for banks 

 bank affiliate
not not

Note that subsequent filings of F

ust file a separ

II. DEFINITIONS 

A. United States,

B. Foreign,

C. Person, 

ation, financial 

D. Associated group 

ted manner to influence 

1.
2. ise and one or more of its officers or directors

3.
4.

E. Foreign person 

F. Direct investment 

all

all

Example A

each 

affiliates consolidated f

Example B
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II. DEFINITIONS – Continued

G. Foreign direct investment in the United States

H. Business enterprise 
or profit-making pur

I. Branch

J. Affiliate

K. U.S. affiliate means an affiliate located in the United States in which 

1. Majority-owned U.S. affiliate  affiliate in which the 

 affiliate e
2. Minority-owned U.S. affiliate  affiliate in which the 

 affiliate is 50 percent or less

L. Foreign parent
 affiliate  It is the first

M. U.S. corporation 

N. Intermediary 

O.   Ultimate beneficial owner (UBO)

P. Banking

, and financial holding 

Q. Lease

1. Finance lease –

2. Operating lease –

R.   Private Fund ers to the same class of financial entities defined b

y as defined in 

III. GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

A. Changes in the reporting entity – T restate close fiscal y

ing fiscal y The close fiscal y
xisted at the close of fiscal 

B.   Required information not available – 

xcept where specifically e

C.   Estimates – If actual figures are not a

 affiliate on a shipped basis;

D.  Space on form insufficient – m is insufficient 

IV. INSTRUCTIONS FOR SPECIFIC 
SECTIONS OF THE REPORT FORM

NOTE: 

2  Consolidation rules 

Consolidated reporting by the U.S. affiliate –  affiliate m
file on a fully consolidated domestic U.S. 

 affiliate

Unless the exceptions discussed below apply, any deviation 
from these consolidation rules must be approved in writing by 
BEA. ou file deconsolidated repor ust file the same type 

filed.

or affiliates not 

Form used in U.S. Affilia
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IV. INSTRUCTIONS FOR SPECIFIC SECTIONS
OF THE REPORT FORM – Continued     

Exceptions to consolidated reporting – 
 affiliate’

must  affiliate’
 affiliate not consolidated must file its o

a. Do not consolidate foreign subsidiaries, branches, operations, or  
investments no matter what the percentage ownership.  

 affiliate on the 

 affiliates and located outside of U

 affiliates if the

affiliate and gener
affiliate  affiliate is a

b. Special consolidation rules apply to U.S. affiliates that are limited 
partnerships or that have an ownership interest in a U.S. limited 
partnership. 
www.bea.gov/help/faq/1011

c.  affiliate in which a direct o
different 

 affiliate
file its o

, reflect the indirect o

 affiliate’
 affiliate 

 affiliate 

or affiliates not consolidated.

4  Reporting period –  affiliate’s 2018 fiscal
The affiliate’s 2018 fiscal year is defined as the affiliate’s financial

Special circumstances:

a. U.S. affiliates without a financial reporting year – 
affiliate does not ha e a financial repor , its fiscal y

b. Change in fiscal year 

(1) New fiscal year ends in calendar year 2018 –  affiliate 
that changed the ending date of its financial repor
should file a 2018 BE-15 repor

w fiscal y

Example 1:  affiliate A had a June 30, 2017 fiscal y
ut changed its 2018 fiscal y

 Affiliate A should file a 2018 BE-15 repor

(2) No fiscal year ending in calendar year 2018 – 
fiscal y  affiliate not having a fiscal y

ear 2018, the affiliate should file a 2018 
BE-15 report that covers 12 months

Example 2:  affiliate B had a December 31, 2017 fiscal y
xt fiscal y

t fiscal year ending in 2018, affiliate B
e a 15-month fiscal y

 Affiliate B should file a 2018 BE-15

affiliate B should file a BE-15 repor

5 Reporting for a U.S. business that became a U.S. affiliate during    
 fiscal year 2018 — 

 a.  in fiscal
ear 2018 should file a repor

y of its fiscal y

ations if the first fiscal y

 b. ore fiscal y
 affiliate in fiscal year 2018 should file a repor

6  Reporting by unincorporated U.S. affiliates 

 a. Directly owned vs. indirectly owned 

(1) Directly owned –  affiliate

person should file a separ
 affiliates on a single BE-15 

 affiliates that are real 

(2) Indirectly owned – 

 affiliate should be fully
 affiliate that holds the

 affiliate should file a
 affiliate o

 affiliate X  

 affiliate 

 affiliate  affiliate X 
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IV. INSTRUCTIONS FOR SPECIFIC SECTIONS
OF THE REPORT FORM – Continued     

b. Partnerships – 

tner has a financial interest 

er from its financial interest in the par

(1) General partnerships 
Determination of voting interest – defined

Managing partners – 

or decisions relating to significant 

(2) Limited partnerships 
(a) Determination of voting interest – 

is defined in instr

Managing partners – 

(b) Consolidation Rules 
Special consolidation rules apply to U.S. affiliates that 
are limited partnerships or that have an ownership 
interest in a U.S. limited partnership. 

c. Limited Liability Companies (LLCs) 
Determination of voting interest –  is defined in 

Managing member – 

udgets and decisions relating to other significant 

8 U.S. affiliates NOT consolidated – 

 affiliates in which this U  affiliate has a v

9  – 13  Ownership — Voting interest and equity interest

a. Voting interest
 affiliate

Form used in U.S. Affilia
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IV. INSTRUCTIONS FOR SPECIFIC SECTIONS
OF THE REPORT FORM – Continued         

b. Equity interest 
 affiliate

Voting interest and equity interest are not always equal. 

 affiliate b wn less than 100 percent of the affiliate’

Example:  affiliate A has tw

 affiliate A.

 affiliate A.

17 – 22  Industry classification and total sales of fully consolidated 
U.S. affiliate 
Book publishers and printers – 
classified in Inter

Real estate investment trusts (REITS) – 
, and other finance v

Repos and reverse repos – 

24 Employee compensation – 

ee benefit plans

Wages and salaries 

, profit shar

utions to benefit funds
, benefit funds r

clearly and primarily of benefit to the employees as 
consumers. xpenditures that benefit emplo

Employee benefit plans 
benefit plans

ee benefit plans include Social Secur

 If plans are financed jointly b

25 Research and development (R&D) performed BY the 
U.S. affiliate – 

wledge or understanding without specific immediate commercial

specific problem or meeting a specific commercial objectiv

NOT

Efficiency sur

, such as films

w scientific kno
e specific immediate commercial 

y be in fields of present or potential 

Applied research applies the findings of basic research or other 
scientific

has specific commercial objectiv

ard the production or significant impro

affiliate

Form used in U.S. Affilia
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IV. INSTRUCTIONS FOR SPECIFIC SECTIONS
OF THE REPORT FORM – Continued     

Does R&D include development of software and 
Internet applications?

wledge gaps and meet scientific 

INCLUDES

scientific or technological kno

ithms in the field of 

EXCLUDES
elopment that does not depend on a scientific or 

Adaptation of a product to a specific client, unless kno
significantly

28 – 29 U.S. trade in goods by U.S. affiliate on a shipped basis 

 affiliate whether or not the
 affiliate

 affiliate

 affiliate are impor
 affiliate

Report U.S. trade in goods on a “shipped” basis rather than a 
“charged” basis.

 affiliates nor

ations filed with U

 affiliate b

 affiliate records the tr

 affiliate’

Timing – 

Valuation of exports and imports – 

In-transit goods – 

Capital goods – 

Consigned goods – ade figures when 

Electricity, water, and natural gas – 

Packaged general use computer software – 

and

meet the needs of a specific user
not

33 – 50  Employment by location – 

ees that reflects nor

 If precise figures are not 

Location

Foreign – 

a.

b.

 affiliate should 

53 Certain gains (losses) – Note: 

gross before 
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IV. INSTRUCTIONS FOR SPECIFIC SECTIONS
OF THE REPORT FORM – Continued     

a. Extraordinary, unusual, or infrequently occurring items 
that are material. 

b. Restructuring. ing costs that reflect wr

c. Sale or disposition of land, other property, plant and 
equipment, or other assets, 

impairment losses. 

Real estate companies, see special 
instructions;  

d. Sales or other dispositions of financial assets
fair value 

accounting; 
ities classified as trading securities

derivative instruments

e. Goodwill impairment as defined b

f. DISPOSALS of discontinued operations. 

g. Remeasurement  affiliate’ foreign–currency– 
denominated

h. change in accounting principle

i. stock  
compensation forfeitures 

Special instructions for real estate companies. 

(a) ment losses as defined b

(b) ment as defined b

EXCLUDE

58 Sales of goods – 

• xposed film, video tapes

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

59 Investment income – 
y finance and insur

60 Sales of services – 

finance and real estate activities

V. SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 

A. Insurance companies – 

1. 2

22 Total sales – 

Exclude income from unconsolidated affiliates
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V. SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS – Continued 

30 Total assets – 

31 Total liabilities – 

32 Total owners’ equity – 

B. Railroad transportation companies – 

C. Real Estate – wnership of real estate is defined to be a 

 affiliate of a f

profit making pur

Aggregation of real estate investments – 

any one 
or

or

xceeds 50 percent, file 
iting from BEA to file 

ts should be filed as a g

consistently identifiab  affiliate) 

estment (affiliate) can be repor

 affiliate might be:

identification n

D. Joint ventures and partnerships – 

 affiliate and m

1.  affiliate is directly held b
ust be filed b

affiliate (subject to the agg

2. affiliate
 affiliate wned affiliate m

wning affiliate

3.  affiliate is 
 affiliate  affiliate o

ust be filed b wned affiliate
wning affiliate(s) m

wned affiliate

E. Farms – 

wner should reflect the e

y a management fir

EXAMPLES:  
1. or a fix

t the fix

2. y a management fir

 F. Estates, trusts, and intermediaries 
A foreign estate 

, not the beneficiar

A trust 

, the beneficiar

(1)
(2)

as beneficiar
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V. SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS – Continued 

This procedure is adopted in order to fulfill the statistical pur

y the beneficiar

For an intermediary: 
1.

beneficial o

affiliate
affiliate to submit the required inf

 affiliate
 affiliate with an

 affiliate to complete the 

 affiliate with the UBO
 affiliate

2.  affiliate through a f
 affiliate ma

affiliate with the f
 affiliate with the UBO

G. Determining place of residence and country of jurisdiction of 
individuals –

1. 

2.

3.

4.

, consular officials

VI. FILING THE BE-15 
A. Due date – 

filing, co s fiscal y

www.bea.gov/efile

B. Extensions – or the efficient processing of the sur
t is filed b

filing deadline will be g

www.bea.gov/eFile
 NO LATER THAN

C. Assistance – 
be12/15@bea.gov

www.bea.gov/fdi

D. Electronic filing option (eFile) – 

www.bea.gov/efile. 

E. Annual stockholders’ report or other financial statements – 

m 10-K when filing the BE-15 repor
t or file F y financial 

ictly confidential.

F. Retention of copies –  affiliate m

 affiliate f
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