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Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is a measure of 
economic activity  
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Gross Output is a measure of sales of 
intermediate & final products 
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Compensation is a  
measure of employee  
wages and benefits  
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Arts and Cultural 
Production 
Satellite Account 

Source: Survey of Current Business 
January, 2015 



Outdoor Recreation Satellite Account 

Outdoor Recreation Jobs and Economic 
Impact Act of 2016 

"An assessment and analysis of the outdoor 
recreation economy of the United States  
And the effects attributable to such economy on the 
overall economy of the United States… 
May consider employment, sales, and contributions 
to travel and tourism, and such other contributing 
components of the outdoor recreation economy” 
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Outdoor Recreation Satellite Account 

Goals and Timeline 
Define Outdoor Recreation (January-July, 2017)  
 
Prepare prototype estimates (August-December, 2017) 
 
Publish estimates and gather feedback (Early 2018) 
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Private Industry, Academia 
Specific outdoor recreation  
activities 
 
Often broad reach  
of outdoor recreation  
economy 

• Spending on the purchase of gear and vehicles and dollars spent on 
trips and travel (Outdoor Industry Association) 

Source: Outdoor Industry Association 
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Federal, State, Local Governments 
Broad scope of OR activities 
 
Outdoor recreation refers to the 
non-work time you spend doing 
outdoor activities 
(Oregon State University) 

Source: Virginia Department of Conservation  
and Recreation 
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Defining Outdoor Recreation 
Broad: All recreational activities undertaken for pleasure that 
occur outdoors 
Narrow: Recreational activities undertaken for pleasure that 
generally involve some level of intentional physical exertion 
and occur in nature-based environments outdoors 

• Core: Goods and services purchased directly for OR 
• Supporting: Goods and services that facilitate access to OR 
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“Narrow” 
Outdoor 
Recreation 
Activities 

LAND WATER SPECIALIZED/NICHE 
Animal-related Boating Air sports 
Bicycling Fishing Climbing 
Camping Snorkeling Orienteering 
Hiking Swimming Triathlons 

Hunting/Shooting/Trapping Surfing All other 

Off-highway vehicle driving All other   
Running/Jogging/Walking     
Snow-related     
All other     

“Broad” 
Outdoor 
Recreation 
Activities 

SPORTS & FITNESS LEISURE SITE-BASED 
Field Sports Photography Agritourism 

Game Areas Productive Activities 
Festivals/Sporting 
events/Concerts 

Golf Beekeeping Outfitted travel/Guided tours 
Racquet Sports Gardening Parks 

 All other  All other All other 
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Methods and Data 
Methodology will be consistent with BEA national 
accounting framework and other satellite accounts 

• Goal is to determine portion of economy related to core and 
supporting outdoor recreation activities 

Data from government and private sectors 
• DOI, Forest Service, NPS, SCORPs 
• Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) Time Use Survey and Consumer 

Expenditures Survey, Census Bureau Value of Construction  
• National Marine Manufactures Association, Motorcycle Industry 

Council, NPD, People for Bikes, International Snowmobile 
Manufacturers Association (ISMA) 
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Next Steps 
Finalize data and methods for prototype estimates, to be 
released early 2018 

• Incorporate feedback from subject matter experts, including FRC, and 
public 

Feedback is wanted 
• https://www.bea.gov/outdoor-recreation/ 
• OutdoorRecreation@bea.gov 
• Tina.Highfill@bea.gov 
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